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small bamboo are common. The minor forest produce consists of
grass, firewood, bamboos, fruits, honey, lac, gum, &c.

In some States right-holders get forest produce free or at reduced
rates \ and in years of scarcity the forests are usually thrown open to
the people for grazing, grass-cutting, and the collection of fruits,
tubers, &c.

The area under the management of the Forest departments of the
various States cannot be given. Indeed, in many of the States there is
no real Forest department, the staff being chiefly engaged in guarding
game-preserves or providing forage and fuel for Raj establishments;
but in Ahvar, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kotah, and Sirohi the forest area
amounts to about 2,800 square miles, and efforts are made to work
the forests on proper lines. The forest revenue in these five States,
excluding the value of grass, wood, &c., taken free by right-holders or
supplied for the requirements of the Darbar, is about 2-5 lakhs, and
the expenditure nearly 1-5 lakhs.

The most important mineral now being worked is coal at Palana in
Blkaner. It is of Tertiary age, and was discovered in 1896 in associa-
tion with Nummulitic rocks. Mining operations

were started in l898> and the colliery was connected
with the Jodhpur-Blkaner Railway by a branch line,
ten miles long, in the following year. The output has risen from
about 500 tons in 1898 to over 44,000 tons in 1904. The coal is of
inferior quality, but when mixed with the Bengal variety is found
satisfactory, and is largely used on the Jodhpur-Blkaner Railway and
by the Public Works department of the State; attempts are being
made to manufacture briquettes. The colliery gives employment to
about 100 labourers.

What Colonel Tod called the tin mines of Mewar, once very pro-
ductive and yielding no inconsiderable portion of silver, are probably
the lead and zinc mines of the village of Jawar, 16 miles south of
Udaipur city, They are said to have been worked till 1812, when,
in consequence of a famine, the village was depopulated. Prospecting
operations, undertaken in 1872, showed but a very small proportion
of silver in tv\o specimens of galena, namely, about io| ounces to
a ton of lead; and the mines have since been untouched. There are
old lead-workings in the Thana Ghazi district of Alwar, and the remains
of zinc furnaces at Sojat in Jodhpur.

Copper is found in several States, and was formerly smelted in
considerable quantities. The most important mines are at KHETRI
and SINGHANA in Jaipur, and they must have produced copper for
a long period. Some of the hills are honeycombed with old excava-
tions j and the heaps of slag from the furnaces have accumulated, in
the course of time, until they now form a range of hillocks several